
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

Sunday, November 27, 2022 
First Sunday of Advent 

 
We acknowledge that we gather to worship, this day, on the traditional territory of the First Nations peoples of this land.  



___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
   

 Senior Minister - The Rev. Dr. William G. Ingram  will.ingram@standrewstoronto.org (ext 220) 
 Associate Minister - The Rev. Dr. Robert N. Faris  b.faris@standrewstoronto.org (ext 229) 
 Clerk of Session pro tem – Rev. Ingram  will.ingram@standrewstoronto.org (ext 220) 
 Convener, Board of Managers - John Matheson  manager@standrewstoronto.org  
 Director of Music - Daniel Bickle  dbickle@standrewstoronto.org (ext. 231) 
 Church Manager - Diana Veenstra  dveenstra@standrewstoronto.org (ext 223) 
 Coordinator of Faith Formation for  
      Children and Youth - Shara Benavidez  churchschool@standrewstoronto.org 
   (c/o ext 220) 
     Online Service Editor Andriejus Simkus-Sukauskas andriejussukauskas@gmail.com     
     Executive Assistant - TBD   
 Administrative Assistant – Maggie McGregor          maggiem@standrewstoronto.org (ext. 234) 
 Nursery Coordinator – Kate Ingram 
 Property Supervisor – Marc Roberts  co@standrewstoronto.org; 647-376-6060 
 Church Officers - Adrian Espina, Ugyen Talha, Adrianne Prinsen 
 

Connect with us… 
 

For general inquiries, to submit or update your personal contact information, or to subscribe to any of our 
electronic newsletters, please contact the Church Office at: info@standrewstoronto.org 
   
If you are interested in becoming a member of this dynamic congregation, in being baptized or having your child 
baptized, please contact our Senior Minister, the Rev. Dr. William Ingram, or the Church Office. 
 
Please respect each other by refraining from using strongly scented products while at St. Andrew’s Church. 
A scent-free area has been designated in the southwest corner of the sanctuary. 

 
Please note that photography/filming may be taking place within the Sanctuary and/or Great Hall for promotional and archival 
purposes.  The photographs and recordings are likely to appear on our website and our social media platforms. 
 

If you would prefer not to be photographed, please let the photographer know. 

 
 

As you prepare for worship… 
 
 

 73 Simcoe Street, Toronto, ON, M5J 1W9 
        www.standrewstoronto.org                          

Church Office:  416-593-5600, ext. 220      
.org" www.standrewstoronto                          Church 

Office:  416-593-5600, ext. 220      
.org      info@standrewstoronto.org 

 

 

  
Please turn off the sound on your mobile phones and do not use photographic, video or recording 
equipment without prior permission from the ministers. 
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Welcome to St. Andrew's Church   

The people of St. Andrew’s are called, by God, to serve in faith, hope and love in the heart of Toronto.  
We believe that we are called to be an inclusive community and to welcome all with open arms  

and hearts of love.    We are glad that you are here today! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Gathered in God’s Presence 
 

 

‡  = please stand if able 

 
Preparation for Worship         Prayer, Meditation and Quiet Visiting 
         
Organ Prelude            Two settings of Wachet Auf                                                  J.S. Bach (1685 - 1750) 

                                                                                                                                                Walther (1684 - 1748) 
 

 
                                        The congregation is invited to rise during the entry of the Bible 
 
 

Call to Worship  ‡ 
 
Hymn  #110 ‡            Come, thou long-expected Jesus               HYFRYDOL 

 
Opening Responses  ‡ 

  Please see the “Candle of Hope” Insert  Brett, Grace & Mort Main 



  
 

Introit                      Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord                                                                  Archer (1952 - ) 
Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors:  to you be praise and glory forever!  You called 
the patriarchs to live by the light of faith and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfillment.  May 
we be obedient to your call and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ, a lamp to our feet and a 
light to our path; for you are our light and our salvation.  Blessed be God forever. 

 

Prayers of Approach and Confession 
 Adoration 
 Confession (In Unison) 
 
  Lord, have mercy on us. 
  We are not ready for your coming. 
  We live in sin, 
  as though there were no justice. 
  We live in fear, 
  as though there were no grace. 
  Forgive us we pray.  
 

  A time of silence for the personal confession of sins will be observed. 
 

  Lord, have mercy upon us. KYRIE (MERBECKE) 547 

  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

 Assurance of Pardon 
 Supplication and Choral Amen 

 

 
Children’s Time     Children and youth ages 4 to 17, are welcome to go into Church School at this time. 

 
Words of Welcome                                                                                                                 

The Word Proclaimed 
 

The Holy Scriptures                                                                                                       Reader: Verna Ross                                                                          
 
                                  Isaiah 2:1-5 (700, OT)                                             
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 Psalm 122 ‡ 
 

I was / glad - when they / said to me, 
     ‘Let us / go - to the / house - of the / Lord!’  
Our / feet are / standing 
     with/in your / gates, - O Je/rusalem.  
 
Jerusalem / built - as a / city 
     that is / bound / firm-ly to/gether.  
To it the tribes go up, the / tribes - of the / Lord, 
     as was decreed for Israel, to give / thanks - to the / name - of the / Lord.  
 
     2nd half 
For there the thrones for / judgement - were set / up, 
     the / thrones - of the / house of / David.  
 
Pray for the / peace - of Je/rusalem: 
     ‘May they / prosper / who love / you.  
Peace be with/in your / walls, 
     and se/curity - with/in your / towers.’  
 
     2nd half 
For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, / ‘Peace - be with/in you.’  
     For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, / I will / seek your / good. 
 
Glory be to the Father and / to the / Son 
And / to the / Holy / Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and / ever / shall be 
World / without / end, A/men. 

 



 
                                   Romans 12: 11-14 (169, NT) 

 Matthew 24: 36-44 (28, NT) 

                                

                                     One:   This is the Word of the Lord 
   All:     Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Anthem                    Sleepers, Wake!                                                                                               MENDELSSOHN (1809 – 1847) 
Sleepers, wake, a voice is calling, It is the watchman on the walls:  Thou city of Jerusalem! 
For lo, the Bridegroom comes! Arise, and take your lamps!  Hallelujah!  Awake, his kingdom is at 
hand!  Go forth to meet your lord! 
 
                                                                                                                                                 

Sermon                    “The Problem with Advent”                                                       Rev. Dr. William G. Ingram   

 

 
Our Response 

 
Affirmation of Faith  ‡                                                                                                       The Nicene Creed  #578, BOP. 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate  
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.                                                                      
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 



 
The Offering 
 

Anthem   Thou shalt know him Sirett (1952 – ) 
Thou shalt know him when he comes, Not by any din of drums,  
Nor his manners, nor his airs, Nor anything he wears. 
Thou shalt know him when he comes, Not by his crown or by his gown, 
But his coming known shall be, by the holy harmony which his coming makes in thee. 
 
 

Everyone who seeks to love, honour and serve Christ is welcome at the Lord’s Table.  
You do not need to be a member of this congregation to participate. 

Those in the gallery who wish to receive Communion  
are invited to come to the main floor during the hymn. 

 
 

Hymn 534 ‡ All who hunger, gather gladly HOLY MANNA 
 
 

Offertory Prayer  ‡ 
 One: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; 
   through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
   Out of the fullness of your gifts, O God, 
   we make our offerings to you, 
   and present this bread and this wine at your table, 
   for all things come from you. 
 All: Blessed be the name of our God, forever. Amen. 
 

The Invitation to the Lord’s Table  ‡ 
 One: Hear the gracious words of our Saviour, Jesus Christ: Come to me, you who  
   labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and  
   learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
   souls. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they  
   shall be filled. 
 

The Words of Institution 
 One: In obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ, and for a memorial of him we do this,  
   who, on the night he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks  
   he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is broken for you. Do this in  
   remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup, after supper, saying,  
   “This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink  
   it, in remembrance of me.” As our Lord gave thanks and blessed, let us draw  
   near to God and present our prayers and thanksgivings. 
 
 



 
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
 

The sections in italics will be sung. 
  
 One: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 One: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 One: It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. You call all people to follow your 
paths of justice and peace, beating their swords into plowshares and their spears  

   into pruning hooks. In the light of your holy Word we look for the day when nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, or learn war anymore. Therefore, with the 
entire company of heaven, and with your people on earth who live in this hope, 
we praise you and join in the never-ending hymn, singing: 

 
 All: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, 

Heaven and earth are full of thy glory, 
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 One: Holy are you and blessed is Jesus Christ your Son, for he is Immanuel, God with us. 
Fulfilling the expectations of the prophets he healed the blind and the lame, 
cleansed the lepers, opened the ears of the deaf, raised the dead, and brought 
good news to the poor. Through his life, death, and resurrection you manifest 
your new covenant with humankind, and through the church of his disciples you 
give testimony to the power of your salvation for the world. Therefore in 
remembrance of all your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we give ourselves in praise 
and thanksgiving as a living sacrifice in union with Christ’s offering for the world  
as we declare the mystery of our faith: 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 One: Send your Holy Spirit upon us, gathered here out of love for you, and on these 

gifts of bread and wine. Let the bread we break be a true fellowship in the body  
   of Christ. Let the cup we share be a true participation in the new covenant of his 

blood. By your Spirit empower us to be Christ for the world, serving in his name 
until the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea. Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church,          
all glory and honour is yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

 
 All: Amen. 
 

 One: And now as our Saviour Christ has taught us, let us pray together: 
 

 All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom and the power and  

   the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 One: We break this bread, communion in Christ’s body once broken.  
   We share this cup, communion in Christ’s blood once shed. 
 

The Communion 
   After the ministers and elders have received the elements, the elders will distribute the 

bread and wine to the congregation. As you are served the elements, please feel free to 
partake of them. 

 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world: have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world: grant us thy peace. 

  

The Grace 
 One: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 All: Amen. 
 
 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 
 

Hymn 549 ‡ For the bread which you have broken OMNI DIE 
 
 

 
 



 
Dismissal  ‡   Bodle (1923 - ) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Benediction  ‡ The congregation is invited to remain standing until the Ministers recess  
 

Organ Postlude Toccata in d minor Renaud (1851 – 1924) 

 

 
Following our worship service, you are invited to gather in the Great Hall for Coffee Hour. 

Please use the blue doors to the left of the pulpit at the front. 

 
 

 
The St. Andrew’s Choristers will rehearse today in the Nave. 

If you are interested in joining this ensemble, please speak with Dan Bickle 
 

 
 
 

Lay Reader Volunteers Needed     
Now that we are again able to worship together in the Sanctuary, we would like to encourage 
you to consider volunteering as a lay reader during Sunday worship.  If this is something that 
you would be interested in doing, please send your name and contact information, along with 
dates that you would be available, to Selena at:  selenatke@gmail.com 
 

 
 
2022 St. Andrew’s Church Study Award - Application Now Open 
The Study Award Committee is now accepting applications. Applicants must be 
studying either part-time or full-time at the post-secondary level for the school year 
2023/2024 and must explain through the application process their past and current 
participation in the life of St. Andrew’s Church. Applicants need not be members of 
St. Andrew’s Church but must be involved in some way with the life of the 
congregation. To obtain an application, please contact Diana Veenstra in the church office at 
info@standrewstoronto.org.  Should you have any questions, please contact Rev. Bob Faris at ext 229 
or b.faris@standrewstoronto.org.  The deadline for applications is Sunday, January 8, 2023. 
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For more information or to register for the Thursday Discussions please go to: 
https://presbyterian.ca/2022/11/08/ecumenical-advent/ 

https://presbyterian.ca/2022/11/08/ecumenical-advent/


 

 
 
 

 
Sunday Adult Bible Study    
Please join us Sunday mornings at 9:00am in the boardroom for our weekly Bible Study.  This year we 
will be looking at Paul’s Epistle to the Romans.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
We will continue with our hybrid format so if you would like to join us via Zoom please email Rev. Faris 
at b.faris@standrewstoronto.org so that he can send out the weekly link. 
 

Nursery 
The Nursery is located on the 2nd floor, in Room 205 in the Kid’s and Co Daycare and is available for 
infants under 3.  It is open at 10:15 for parents and guardians to drop off their children before worship 
service begins at 10:30am. 
 
Church School - November 27, 2022  
At Children’s Time, Preschoolers (Room 207) and Children ages 6-12 (Room 206) go with Shara to meet 
their leaders in their classrooms. There’re virtual Church School classrooms available every Sunday, 
please contact us at churchschool@standrewstoronto.org 
 
 
Join in the fun! We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers of all ages to participate in the spectacular 
2022 St. Andrew’s Christmas Pageant. Please contact Shara at churchschool@standrewstoronto.org 
to sign up or for more information. 

   
 

 
 

 
 

Catalyst 
The November 2022 issue of the Catalyst is now available online at:  https://standrewstoronto.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/11/Catalyst-NOV22-1.pdf 
         
 

Music at St, Andrews 
Friday Noontime Recitals will resume on February 3, 2023.  Thank you to the performers and the 
audience for their support, and a special acknowledgment to Victoria Thompson for her important 
work in welcoming our guests each week. 
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Heart of the City Speakers Series 
 

 
 

The Better English Café  
The Better English Café is now back in session each Tuesday evening at 7pm in the Great Hall.  Each 
year we welcome back those who would like to improve their conversational English. For more 
information, please checkout our Meetup Page at:  https://www.meetup.com/Better-English-Cafe/ 
 
 

 

https://www.meetup.com/Better-English-Cafe/


 
 

Ready to sing carols again in a group setting? Don’t miss this fun, singalong concert featuring swing, 
pop, jazz and steelpan versions of traditional Christmas favourites like Have Yourself a Merry Little 

Christmas, Silver Bells and Silent Night. 
 

Jordan Klapman has assembled a stellar lineup for this event with bass player Ron Johnston, reed man 
Tom Skublics, fiiddler Tom Hamilton, guitarist Aidan Mason (a member of Anne Murray’s band for three 

decades) and drummer John Collin. 
Special guests will include award-winning Nova Scotia-born singer Shelley Hamilton and 

members of St. Andrew’s superb gallery choir. Our new community choir, Sing TO, will also 
make its debut. 

 
 



 

Congregational Meeting - December 4, 2022 
Following the morning worship service on Sunday, December 4th there will be a short congregational 
meeting for the purpose of electing a new elder to the Session of St. Andrew’s Church.  All are welcome 
and encouraged to participate in this meeting. 
 

Ordination of Brett Main - December 11, 2022 
We are pleased to announce that the Presbytery of East Toronto will be meeting at St. Andrew’s Church 
on the evening of Sunday, December 11th for the purpose of ordaining Brett Main as a Minister of Word 
and Sacraments in the Presbyterian Church of Canada.  Brett has been called to serve as the minister at  
Nassagaweya Presbyterian Church in Campbellville, Ontario.  Brett and Grace have been wonderful 
participants in the life and ministry of our congregation, and we pray God’s blessing upon Brett, Grace 
and their son Mort as they begin this new chapter in their lives.  Please join us at 7pm for this service of 
worship and ordination. 

 
 

 

 

Volunteer with Out of the Cold at St. Andrew's 
Our Out of the Cold suppers resumed on November 7 and our Community Breakfast continues on 
Tuesday mornings.  If you wish to volunteer with us in any part of the program you must register here: 
https://secure.rotundasoftware.com/29/enrollment/standrewstoronto 
 
This applies whether you are a new or a returning volunteer.  We look forward to working with another 
wonderful group of volunteers this year who want to make a difference in the heart of Toronto. 

 
Out of the Cold Supper    
Our Out of the Cold Supper is now up and running and we are once again able to welcome back our 
guests for their take-away meal.  Arrangements have been made for guests to wait in the Sanctuary 
where they can access the Boutique and to be sheltered from the cold while waiting to pick up their 
meal.  Thank you to all who donate to this much needed program and thank you to all our wonderful 
volunteers. 

 
 
Out of the Cold Boutique  
The Out of the Cold Boutique is now open on Mondays beginning at 4:30 pm in conjunction with the 
Out of the Cold Supper and continues to serve our guests from 7:00 to 8:30AM on Tuesday mornings 
during the Community breakfast.  Donations for the Boutique are always needed, but with the Winter 
season approaching, our needs do change.  For a list of our most urgent needs, please visit the website 
at:  https://standrewstoronto.org/volunteer/out-of-the-cold/ 
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Stewardship and Giving  
 
Thank You! 
 

Givings Update  
 

With great thanks for your generosity thus far this year, we are providing an update on 
our congregational givings in the hope that we will meet and exceed our budgeted 
givings by the end of the year.  Please give generously. 
  
  Annual Budget:    $370,000.00   
  Year to Date Givings:    $312,033.00  
  Current Shortfall  $  57,967.00 

 
Weekly and monthly offerings are one of the most significant sources for the support of the ministries 
of St. Andrew’s Church. These regular givings help to cover a range of expenses including staff salaries 
and benefits, congregational ministry initiatives, and local and national mission and ministry 
commitments, including Presbyterian Sharing. 
  
The congregation also depends on an annual grant from St. Andrew’s “Heritage Trust”, as well as on 
rental revenues from the use of our facilities, which help to support administrative costs, support staff 
salaries, repairs, maintenance and capital costs for the upkeep of the church facilities. 
  
As a congregation, we are blessed in so many ways.  Let us continue to work together to support the 
life and ministry of this wonderful community of faith. 
 
Methods of giving: 

● Signing up for PAR plan (pre-authorized remittance) 
● Placing your offering in the collection plate during worship service. 
● Mailing a cheque to the Church Office at 73 Simcoe Street, Toronto, ON M5J 1W9 
● Donating online by Credit Card at standrewstoronto.org/donate/ 
● Sending an E-transfers to:  donations@standrewstoronto.org     OR 
● Clicking on the QR code below: 

 

 

 

 

 

We appreciate your ongoing and faithful support! 
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